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ment refused to allow him to take possession of the Duchy
of Brunswick and Luneburg, which he had inherited upon
the extinction of the elder branch of his family in 1884.
As the late Duke William of Brunswick and Luneburg had
arranged that the Government of the Duchy should be
carried on by a Council of Regency until such time as the
rightful Heir should take possession of the Duchy, Prince
Albert of Hohenzollern was elected Regent. He ruled until
1906. Upon his death the Brunswick Diet petitioned the
Federal Council to permit the youngest son of the Duke of
Cumberland to succeed to the Duchy on renouncing his
claim to the Thrpne of Hanover. This request was refused
and in May 1907 the Duke of Mecklemburg-Schwerin was
elected Regent. However, upon the marriage of the German
Emperor's only daughter, Princess Victoria Luise of Prussia,
to Ernst August, the Duke of Cumberland's eldest surviving
son in 1913, and after the latter had renounced his rights
in favour of his son, the Duchy of Brunswick and Luneburg
was presented to them as a wedding present.

10.    THE ZABEKN AFFAIR

EARLY in November a young officer, Lieutenant Freiherr von
Forstner of the 99th Infantry Regiment, -which -was quartered
in Strassburg, had occasion to address some recruits. In the
course of his address he issued a warning against interference
with the inhabitants but suggested at the same time if they,
the recruits, were interfered with or insulted in any way by
the people, then they should "stick" the "Wackern" (an
objectionable word in Alsace) and he would give ten marks
for each one. A corporal who was present announced that
he was prepared to add a further three marks to every ten.
This expression of sentiment on the part of the officer and
the corporal became notorious. It was taken up by local
newspapers and caused grave offence. It was also reported
that during the trial of a soldier on a charge of stabbing,
Lieutenant Forstner had made the remark that if the victim
had been an Alsatian there wouldn't have been any fuss.
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